Making the socioeconomic impact measurable
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BACKGROUND / OBJECTIVES

-The influence of social factors on health is well known, discussed and evaluated.

-The detection of the socioeconomic status (SES) is much more difficult, differs by culture (nation) and is usually measured by questionnaire or by using age, gender and income. This includes the
bias of currency, while the SES is always influenced by the whole CV.

-The legal framework of the Austrian social insurance system distinguishes 566 entitlement conditions, which are determined by current occupation or living conditions. All entitlements of a all
persons are stored in a central database (for pension calculation). These entitlement conditions are standardized and were put into an index to detect the SES.

We want to determinate the social epidemiology in Austria. This is the report of the process of developing and validating.
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RESULTS

Persons living in Viennese districts with lower social burden of diseases (lower SES index value, higher social status) suffer more often from Injury, poisoning and certain other consequences of
external causes , Neoplasms, Diseases of the eye and adnexa and Diseases of the skin and subcutaneous tissue.

Persons living in Viennese districts with higher social burden of diseases (higher SES index value, lower social status) suffer more often from Diseases of the respiratory system, Pregnancy,
childbirth and the puerperium, Certain conditions originating in the perinatal period, Endocrine, nutritional and metabolic diseases and Diseases of the genitourinary system. This fits mainly to the
literature.

The SES values defined by our index and the social variables extracted from official data (income, educational level) corrleated by district. (Fig. 1 and Fig. 2)
The burden of special diseases (ICD 10 coded) correlated with our SES fit to results from the literature. (Fig. 3)
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CONCLUSIONS

We have a valid SES index that can be connected to health care utilization data for planning issues. Innovative is the inclusion of a persons' past.
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